
 

 

 

 

 

9th December 2020 

 

Dear Parent /Carer 
 

RE; Wilcombe Primary School will not be closed on the 18th December 2020 
 
Many of you may well have seen media coverage in the last 24 hours regarding the potential for early 

closure of schools, with the Department of Education suggesting schools may want to consider closing 

on the 18th of December.  

One of the main reasons for considering such closure is because schools have been asked to remain 
contactable to support contact tracing, in the event of a positive case in their schools, for six days after 
the end of term; hence closing on the 18th would reduce the likelihood that school staff would need 
to be involved in contact tracing up to and including Christmas Eve. Where a pupil tests positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms more than 48 hours since being in school, the 
school should not be contacted. Parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided 
by NHS Test and Trace. 

Headteachers across all the schools in our Trust have made the decision to remain open on the 18th 
of December for the following main reasons: 

 Closure at such short notice is disruptive for all parents and especially those who are key 
workers 

 This is not an additional non-pupil day and therefore taking a non-pupil day on the 18th of 
December would cause disruption to the planned school calendar later in the year 

 Throughout this pandemic Headteachers and their teams have done whatever is necessary to 
support the national response to the pandemic and this now includes an open willingness to 
support contact tracing wherever and whenever necessary over the Christmas holidays 

With this in mind we would like to give absolute clarity within this letter on the steps you need to take 
if one of the children in your family who attends our school has a confirmed positive test for COVID-
19 during the Christmas holidays. 

Please turn over to follow the instructions in the event of your child testing positive for COVID 19 over 
the Christmas period.  
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Steps you need to take if one of the children in your family who attends our school has a confirmed 
positive test for COVID-19 during the Christmas holidays. 

 

Please email info@ventrus.org.uk as soon as you possibly can marking the subject as "Confirmed 
Covid-19 Case", in the body of the email please include the following information: 

School Name: 

Child Name: 

Date of confirmed positive test: 

Date child became symptomatic: 

Please ensure that you send this email without delay, as it will be crucially important for contact 
tracing to begin immediately enabling those who have been in close contact with a positive case to 
take appropriate self-isolation measures. We only need to be emailed if a positive test is received, we 
don't need to be notified if a child is isolating due to having one or more symptoms associated with 
Covid-19, it is only if a positive test is received that we need to be contacted. 

This has been a difficult year for all of us, but we remain committed to supporting the national effort 
to beat this virus and we are ever grateful for your continued support. 

Kind regards 

  

Reg Gilbert 

Headteacher 
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